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Castelli Mannaggia jacket 
£250
Gone are the days when three or four layers 
are required in a freeze; trust us, just the 
Mannaggia and a base layer will suffice, and 
even then we think you’ll still need the zip 
vents and have to undo the main zip a bit at 
times — it really is an exceptionally warm 
winter jacket. The Windstopper X-Fast stretch 
fabric, with extra stretch panels on the elbows, 
allows a close fit without being restrictive, but 
for several of us, the cut was borderline in 
some areas. The sleeves are on the short side 
and the tail could benefit from a touch more 
drop to protect the lower back. Breathability is  
adequate on the whole, until you reach high 
levels of perspiration, when it can’t quite cope, 
and feels clammy directly against bare arms — 
a good long-sleeve base layer is the solution.

of the three rear pockets, really only the 
middle one is large enough to use on the go, 
especially with thick gloves, the sort you’d 
almost certainly be wearing if cold enough for 
the Mannaggia. It’s a superb technical winter 
garment and great looking, but not without a 
few irritating flaws. SB

Contact: Saddleback 01454 299965,  
www.saddleback.co.uk 8

7

8

Specialized Therminal 
EX Deflect tight £89.99

EquippEd with extra insulation and 
strategically placed windproof panels, 
this Specialized tight is geared up  
for seriously cold conditions — i was 
borderline overheating, even riding  
in the snow. The wind deflect panels 
definitely work, noticeably because  
you are made more aware of the 
draught coming through unprotected 
areas, such as the strip across the 
lower thigh, but the downside of the 
multi-panelled design is the seams. The 
worst culprits are the seams running 
across the thigh, a big muscle group 
that clearly expands and contracts  
with every pedal stroke, heightening 
your awareness of the seam, which i 
found irritating. i also found the fit 
inconsistent, just right in some areas, 
but noticeably the lower calf/ankle 
region was baggy and the crutch had  
a habit of sagging. SB

Contact: Specialized UK  
020 8391 3500,  
www.specialized.com

Campagnolo Multi-Season-
System 2-Ply Hollow Core 
long sleeve base layer £56.99 
Made from two layers of hollow microfibre  
polypropylene, on paper this technical long-sleeve 
base layer appealed as a winter warmer. First spot 
was the sleeves were too short. I didn’t find this  
too great a problem, but others might not be so  
forgiving. elsewhere the fit was fine and for wicking 
and insulation it was excellent; enough for me to all 
but overlook the sleeve-length issue. The two-ply 
design kept the layer in contact with the skin  
exceptionally dry and comfortable, and the additional 
air gap no doubt boosted its warmth. It’s like  
‘double base layering’ without the extra bulk. SB
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www.i-ride.co.uk
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Mavic Inferno overshoes £45
AT first i would have dismissed these overshoes as  
gimmicky, as there’s a lot going on, with Velcro flaps  
for shoe ratchet adjustment and a ‘flip-over’, dual-toe 
layer, which by the way, we still haven’t figured out why  
it’s not just sewn on. However, in use, this turned out to be 
one of the better overshoes i’ve used in a while. it’s a snug 
fit at the cuff, even on skinny ankles and it follows the shoe 
form well, looking sleek. They’ve proved durable through 
prolonged use and they’ve done a good job of keeping my 
feet warm, too. i’ve even used the ratchet adjustment flap 
on the odd occasion. SB

Contact: www.mavic.com


